Some comments on the procedure for ordering wines from South Africa at affordable shipping rates:

If one sends one case of wine (12 bottles) to the UK the surface mail cost is typically about R 600 i.e. the transport cost per bottle is about R 50, often of the same order as the cost of the wine itself. However, if can find a group of friends and order a minimum of 30 (x12) cases, container rates apply and the cost per bottle reduces to about  R 11 per bottle. The delivery time is about 6 – 8 weeks. The wines have to be collected at the designated port by one of the group – all necessary documentation will be sent by DHS in advance. 

Eikestad Vintique, my wine business Stellenbosch, is licensed to import and export wines. This export activity has been going on for many years for a group based in Ireland

I attach a list of the wines ordered in April 2008 by a wine society from Finland (Finlist08)  – these wines would be typically scored at 16 to 19 out of 20.  Most of the wines listed have been compared with evaluations by other wine colleagues and the choices are based on numerous tastings at trade fairs and wine competitions. The choices made usually include the more affordable versions.  A guide consisting of comments  is usually also provided. If you are interested in any other wine that you may have come across, just email me the name and I can find a price for you.
If wine is ordered the total payment (wine plus transport) must be deposited into the Eikestad Vintique’s bank account by EFT as many cellars require wines to be prepaid before delivery. To order simply fill in the number of bottles (in multiples of 6, the industry standard) in the attached Excel forms and send it back to me.
In friendship

Niël du Toit

Kontrei Traveller

ndt@kontrei.co.za 
                                                  ***************
